Technology in Education – Using Timers as a Simple, Powerful Motivation Tool

When teachers employ technology in education, like using device-based timers in their classroom, something amazing happens. Students take notice and are often motivated at the idea of racing the clock.

Although a few students might be stressed by the use of a timer, the majority of students seem to enjoy the challenge, especially when a stopwatch timer is being used. If we think about it, it is really not that odd that today’s generation would enjoy the race. Most of our students have grown up playing video games, many of which incorporate a “beat the clock” function. So this game is a game they have been playing all their lives.

Timers for Every Platform

Timer+ Touch HD

This is my favorite iPad timer app. It’s so easy to use. Touch the app and move your fingers in a clockwise direction to set the time. The timer is shown in different colors for:

Minutes in RED
Hours in BLUE
Seconds in GREEN
PC Chrono

PC Chrono is a very good, basic, free program for Windows users with a timer, alarm, stopwatch, and countdown timer. It’s timer is capable of resuming your PC from sleep mode and, according to the website, voice synthesis is used to remind you about timer/stopwatch progress or hourly chime. Mp3, ogg or wav sounds can be played to notify you that the time is up.

Online-Stopwatch.com

A Simple, fast, flash-based online stopwatch and countdown timer with more than 15 different timer functions and a variety of different timer options. You will need to be online to use this browser app and your computer must be flash-enabled in order for you to use it.

Hybrid Stopwatch and Timer

The Google Play store says that Hybrid Stopwatch and Timer is “a simple, easy and accurate app for Android that will help you to measure the time of any situation, like sports, cooking, games, education, etc.”

The use, and value, of timers is something that I talk about in every program I present. They are that important, useful, and powerful. Try these great tools, find the one that works best for you, and see for yourself how using timers in your classrooms can motivate your students!

Excerpted from 100+ Tech Ideas for Teaching English and Language Arts
Copyright © 2016, Susan Fitzell & Aim Hi Educational Programs, LLC.  First Published January 12, 2016.

#####

Susan Fitzell, M. Ed, CSP, is a nationally recognized presenter, author of nine books for teachers, trainers, and parents, an educational consultant, and CEO of Aim Hi Educational Programs, LLC. As an independent consultant and coach, Susan offers the personalization, continuity, and consistency necessary for true change in any organization. She works side by side with teachers, school administrators, and business leaders as a coach and trainer, employing Brain Power strategies that take learning to the next level.
For more information, visit Susan's website at www.susanfitzell.com.
Permission to Reprint

Aim Hi Educational Programs
PO Box 6182
Manchester, NH 03108

1. Permission to reprint articles by Susan Fitzell, at no charge is granted with the agreement that: 

· The article bio be included following each article used.

· One copy of the publication in which the article is published be provided to Susan Fitzell.

· A fee per article will be expected for articles published without the closing bio and contact information; $300.

2. Permission is also granted for reasonable: 

· Editing content and industry specific example exchange.

· Length.

· Article title change.

3. Electronic publishing of articles must include a live, click-able link to http://www.susanfitzell.com

Any questions, please email to sfitzell@susanfitzell.com.
