Speech-to-Text As a Solution for Getting Great Ideas On Paper

I have seen Speech to Text transform the world for students who have difficulty communicating in writing.

I Tried Speech To Text and It Didn’t Work!

A few years ago, I was at an airport dealing with a flight delay. I had been on the road for a week and, consequently, I was far behind in answering my emails. I decided to take the opportunity to answer emails with my phone while waiting to board the plane. I do not type into my phone as I find that process torturously slow. I used the speech to text function via the microphone to respond to text messages and answer email.

I stood off to the side for quite some time answering emails, one after the other. I felt like I was making some great progress. After about a half an hour, an older gentleman came up to me and asked, “What are you doing? A group of us have been listening to you speak to your phone for the past half hour. We are all trying to figure out what you are doing. You speak robot very well.”

I laughed and explained that I was answering my email using speech to text on my phone. I figured out that in order to make speech to text work I have to enunciate clearly and speak like a robot.

My AHA Moment from an Eavesdropper’s Comment on My “Speech to Text”

It was at that point that I had an AHA moment. I’ve heard so many parents and teachers express frustration that youth who could benefit from speech to text. When I suggested it as a solution, they would say, “I tried speech-to-text, and it didn’t work!” They could not make it work because of poor enunciation, stuttering, regional accents, or talking too fast.

Solution: Most youth have heard or seen robots on TV. They know how a robot speaks. If we could teach youth to speak into the microphone on their phone or iPad or Dragon Speak Professionally as if they were a robot,  speech-to-text might work for them. That said, I had a Speech and Language Pathologist express concern about my suggestion to teach students to emulate robotic speech when they spend so much energy teaching youth to *not* speak like a robot. Certainly, use  your professional judgment here. You might say instead, some people talk with a southern accent. Some talk with a British accent. Some talk with a (fill in the blank depending on your location) accent. SIRI talks with computer accent. So that your “computer” device understands you, you must speak in a “computer accent”. The key is, most youth can relate to that explanation better than simply telling them to “speak more slowly and enunciate.” Why? Because they can’t relate to what that that sounds like.

So, I would love for you to try this strategy with your students and get back to me to let me know if it works. Can your students speak like a robot and make speech to text work?
Copyright © 2015, Susan Fitzell & Aim Hi Educational Programs, LLC.  First published April 29, 2015.

#####

Susan Fitzell, M. Ed, CSP, is a nationally recognized presenter, author of nine books for teachers, trainers, and parents, an educational consultant, and CEO of Aim Hi Educational Programs, LLC. As an independent consultant and coach, Susan offers the personalization, continuity, and consistency necessary for true change in any organization. She works side by side with teachers, school administrators, and business leaders as a coach and trainer, employing Brain Power strategies that take learning to the next level.
For more information, visit Susan's website at www.susanfitzell.com.
Permission to Reprint

Aim Hi Educational Programs
PO Box 6182
Manchester, NH 03108

1. Permission to reprint articles by Susan Fitzell, at no charge is granted with the agreement that: 

· The article bio be included following each article used.

· One copy of the publication in which the article is published be provided to Susan Fitzell.

· A fee per article will be expected for articles published without the closing bio and contact information; $300.

2. Permission is also granted for reasonable: 

· Editing content and industry specific example exchange.

· Length.

· Article title change.

3. Electronic publishing of articles must include a live, click-able link to http://www.susanfitzell.com

Any questions, please email to sfitzell@susanfitzell.com
